BROTHERHOOD OF MEN

RITE OF PASSAGE

CANDIDATE GUIDE



Brotherhood of Men: Rite of Passage, Candidate Guide
Author: James F. Thomas

Editor: David Aretha

Copyright © 2024, James F. Thomas

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
distributed, or transmitted in any form by any means, including
photocopying, recording, or other electronic methods without the
prior written permission of the author, except in the case of brief
quotations embodied in reviews and certain other noncommercial
uses permitted by copyright law.

ISBN 979-8-9900601-4-2

First Edition, 2024

Book publisher: Global Geotechnologies
Graphic Digital Artwork: James F. Thomas

Book publisher website: www.theheartofaman.org



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION ..ottt 1
CHAPTER 1: PREPARATION ...iuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccici e 5
CHAPTER 2: THEMEN INYOURLIFE ...cccciiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, 9
CHAPTER 3: THE “RITE OF PASSAGE” CEREMONY (PART 1) ........ 11
CHAPTER 4: PROVIDE .....iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicic e 15
CHAPTER 5: INTEGRITY euiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicicic e, 17
CHAPTER 6: PURPOSE ..ottt 21
CHAPTER 7: PERSEVERE ...ttt 23
CHAPTER 8: THE “RITE OF PASSAGE” CEREMONY PART (2)......... 25
CHAPTER 9: THE WITNESS CARD ...ccuvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicicancen, 27
CHAPTER 10: THE CHALLENGE COIN ....ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeenee 29
CHAPTER 11: THE CEREMONY BOX....iiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieen, 33
CHAPTER 12: THE MEAL...ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicincccci e, 35
CHAPTER 13: THE MOST IMPORTANT “ESSENTIAL” OF ALL.......... 37
CHAPTER 14: YOUR “PASSAGE” INTO MANHOOQOD.........ccc.ceuveennen 41

CONCLUSION: YOURJOURNEY BEGINS.......cooviiiiiiiiiniininnn, 43






INTRODUCTION

You are about to embark on your own journey into
manhood, a journey that will be both exciting and
challenging at times but will also be self-rewarding and
fulfilling. Right now, you are poised on the verge of gaining
a greater level of independence and self-reliance. However,
before you take this step into manhood you will need to be
prepared and ready to accept greater responsibility and
accountability for your decisions and choices. You may have
learned how to get a job, pay bills, and provide certain
things for yourself, but manhood is much more than that.
Once you have passed through into manhood the choices
and decisions you make will have a far more reaching
impact on the course of your life.

The best way to prepare yourself for manhood is to

learn from the men in your life, to hear the stories of their



passage into manhood, and to listen to their ups and downs
and the challenges they have faced in life. There is no
greater wisdom that you can receive to prepare you for
manhood than from the men who have gone before you. A
rite of passage is exactly this: the opportunity for you to sit
down with the men in your life and allow them to prepare
you and equip you for your passage into manhood. There is
no greater respect and privilege in your life than to allow
the men who love you and care about you to gather around
you, celebrate your passage into manhood, and welcome
you into the “Brotherhood of Men.”

The Rite of Passage: Candidate Guide will prepare
you for your rite of passage as well as give you an insight
into what to expect. Each chapter will cover in detail the
completed rite of passage ceremony and the tokens that
will be presented to you during the ceremony, and explain
the emblems specifically designed to remind you of the
essentials of manhood. Take the time to read through this
entire guide so that you are comfortable, ready, and
prepared for your rite of passage ceremony.

Your rite of passage is a celebration of your passage
into manhood. The men in your life are preparing to honor

you and celebrate this moment in your life. It is a time for



the men in your life to share stories, laugh, answer your
guestions, and confirm and celebrate your achievement. |
truly believe if you have prepared yourself and understand
the value, benefit, and significance of your passage into
manhood, then this day will serve you as one of the most
impactful and memorable days you will ever have. Prepare

to be welcomed into the Brotherhood of Men.

To be a man, you need to think like a man.






